Reflections on student nurse placements in the PICU.
Student placements in the paediatric intensive care unit (PICU) have a number of benefits including the recruitment of staff to this specialty, students' learning of important observational skills and reenforcing the knowledge and skills of existing staff. However, the combination of critically ill children and large amounts of complex equipment can be daunting for the student nurse commencing a clinical placement in PICU. Careful induction, ongoing mentoring and opportunities to explore issues help to overcome students' fears of being unable to cope, and support the application of theory to practice in this challenging environment.